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What is Dialogic Reading?

https://youtu.be/eXmwfyxS1f8?t=12s
https://youtu.be/eXmwfyxS1f8?t=12s


What is Dialogic Reading?

 Method of reading aloud to a child that uses a 
conversational style

 Developed by the Reading and Language Project at the 
State University at Stony Brook and based on a strategy 
proposed by educational researcher Dr. Grover J. 
Whitehurst

 Based on the premise that children learn the most from 
books when they are active participants

 How we read to children is just as important as how often
we read to them

 Structures and enhances what you likely already do 
naturally with your child when reading – engage in 
dialogue about the story and images



Proven Benefits

 A study of children with limited vocabularies found 
that children who were read to using dialogic reading 
techniques made significantly larger gains in 
vocabulary than did children who were read aloud 
to without the use of dialogic techniques (Hargrave & 
Sénéchal, 2000)

 In study of children’s narrative skills, children who 
were read to with dialogic reading techniques were 
able to produce storytelling narratives that 
were better in structure and content than 
those who were not (Lever & Sénéchal, 2011)



Choosing a Good Book

 Picture book with vibrant illustrations that 
carry the storyline 

 Interesting characters that are relatable or 
appealing to your child

 Situations that require thinking or problem-
solving 

 New or challenging words, giving a chance to 
expand vocabulary 

 Repeating text, word play (such as 
alliteration), or rhymes, so you can draw 
attention to the sounds of words 





PEER Sequence: Prompt

 Prompt your child to say something about the book 

 The CROWD acronym outlines five possible prompts 
you can use:

 Completion

 Recall

 Open-Ended

 Wh-

 Distancing

 More on these later …

 E.g. “What did the boy have on his back?”



PEER Sequence: Evaluate

 Evaluate the response

 This step gives your child feedback on their 
understanding of the story, and, more broadly, the 
world around them

 E.g. “That’s right! He had the backpack.”



PEER Sequence: Expand

 Expand upon your child’s response by developing the 
detail of the response

 E.g. “He had a backpack because he was going to 
school.”



PEER Sequence: Repeat

 Repeat, repeat, repeat!

 Review what has been read and the prompts that 
have been used - if needed, you can turn back to the 
page in the book being discussed

 E.g. “Remember what the boy had on his back at the 
beginning of the story?”



PEER Sequence: Tips

 Follow your child’s interest – have fun!

 Make the connection between reading and enjoyment

 Praise and encourage your child

 After you prompt, wait 3-5 seconds

 Wait time lets your child think about what’s been asked and 
formulate a response without feeling rushed

 Help your child when needed

 Give clues if your child is having trouble answering the 
question

 E.g. “What animal is that? [wait time] It’s grey and has a long 
trunk – it’s an e…”





Completion

 Begin a sentence and and have your child complete it 
with a word or phrase

 Can be used used with books with rhyme or 
repetitive phrases to build phonemic awareness 
(hearing the sound of words) and expand vocabulary

 Can also be used with books your child knows well to 
build auditory memory and use of language 
structures

 E.g. “Five little monkeys jumping on the _____”



https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=3m27s
https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=3m27s


Recall

 Ask questions about what has already happened in 
the story

 Help children understand story plot and describe 
sequences of events

 E.g. “What happened after the wolf huffed and 
puffed?”



https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=3m59s
https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=3m59s


Open-Ended

 Ask your child an open-ended question about the 
pictures or story plot

 Concrete open-ended prompts teach your child to 
notice details and practice expressive language skills

 E.g. “Tell me what is happening in this picture.”

 More abstract open-ended prompts help your child 
practice verbal reasoning skills

 E.g. “What do you think the character should do next?”



https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=4m31s
https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=4m31s


Wh-

 Ask a question that begins with who, what, when, 
where, why, or how

 Teach children new vocabulary and prompt thinking 
about story elements such as characters, setting, and 
plot.

 E.g. “What is the mom holding?”



https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=5m22s
https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=5m22s


Distancing

 Ask your child to relate the pictures or events in the 
story to their own lives

 Help children form a connection between books and 
the real world

 Also help with conversational and narrative 
expressive language skills

 E.g. “The family is going to the zoo! Remember when 
we went to the zoo? What animals did we see there?”



https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=6m24s
https://youtu.be/b6ZJRFwdF3c?t=6m24s


Adaptations for Older Children

 Although dialogic reading is designed to be used with 
picture books, you can carry over some of the 
strategies to use when reading aloud simple chapter 
books with older children

 The PEER sequence is still valid! Prompt and wait, Evaluate, 
Expand, and Repeat

 Recall, Open-Ended, and Distancing prompts can be used, as 
can higher-level Wh- questions

 Work on visualization of scenes from the story to compensate 
for the lack of pictures and to spark creativity and imagination



Preparation

 Dialogic reading can be done spontaneously, but as 
you are learning and getting used to the technique, 
you may want to prepare a few books ahead of time 
with pre-written prompts

Preparing a book with sticky notes

https://youtu.be/XlmxWF5gJWg?t=14s


Let’s Practice!

Preparing a book with a planning sheet

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkYmvxP0AJI


The Very Hungry Caterpillar

 Completion
 And – pop! – out of the egg came a very hungry …

 Recall
 How many apples did the caterpillar eat?

 Open-Ended
 I wonder why the caterpillar has a stomachache – what do you 

think?

 Wh-
 What is this food called?

 Distancing
 Have you ever had a stomachache? What happened?



Ready to Read

 A longitudinal study found that over two years after 
in-person instruction, parents used 90% more 
dialogic reading strategies than parents without 
instruction. The use of dialogic reading strategies 
was associated with more active participation of their 
children in the reading session.

 The researchers concluded that there is strong 
evidence that parents can change their reading style 
through brief instruction (Huebner & Payne, 2010)
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